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MEMOIR OF THE LATE WILLIAM SPOONER, M.D. 
(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dp. Witt1am Spooner, whose death was noticed in one of your late 
papers, was born on the 24th day of March, 1760, a few days after the 
great fire of that year. His parents lived in Washington Street, then 
Cornhill, and on the night of that fire, the house that they occupied being 
in danger, it became necessary to remove his mother ; in consequence 
this exposure and her subsequent confinement, she died. At the age of 
9 years he was placed under the charge of the celebrated Mr. Lovel, for 
many years the master of the Latin School. In the family of this vene- 
rable teacher he continued to live until July, 1774, when he entered 
College. In the following April the battle of Lexington took place. 
Cambridge now became the seat of war, in consequence of which the 
scholars were dispersed; and he went to Sherburne, where with several 
others he lived with ex-President Locke. In October, 1775, the scho- 
las were ordered to Concord, and were restored to Cambridge in Oc- 
tober, 1776. He graduated in 1778, having lived as chum, during his 
whole collegiate course, with the late Rufus G. Amory, Esq. 

On leaving College, he immediately entered upon the study of medi- 
cine, under the charge of the late Dr. Samuel Danforth, who at this time 
lived at the north part of the town. The reputation which this distin- 
guished physician afterwards enjoyed, was not at that time acknowledged 
among the richer classes of the community ; but he was extensively called 
upon by the poor, which gave to his pupil ample opportunities to see bis - 
oe. Having pursued the study of medicine for three years, in 1781 

r. Spooner entered a man-of-war as surgeon, and continued to act in 
this capacity until peace took place—having during this time made three 
cruises in three different vessels, in one of which he was captured and 
carried into Barbadoes. 

In April, 1783, immediately upon his return from his last cruise, peace 
having taken place, he embarked for Europe. The following winter he 
entered the medical school at Edinburgh. This school was at that time 
the most distinguished in the world. Among its professors were Cullen, 
Monro, and Black. Another cause that rendered Edinburgh an object 
of interest to the medical student at this time, was the warm debates 
which were carried on between two parties which divided the school. 
There existed then at Edinburgh, and its existence still continues, a 
society composed of medical students, called the Royal Medical Society. 
To this society Mr. S. had the honor of being admitted a member. The 
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eccentric but ingenious John Brown had broached his peculiar doc- 
trines in opposition to his distinguished master, Dr. Cullen. ‘These doc- 
trines were so simple, and at the same time so plausible, that many of 
the most intelligent of the young men of that day were captivated by 
them. Thus there were two parties; the adherents of Brown, or the 
Brunonian party—and the adherents of Cullen, or the Cullenian party. 
The debates between these parties were maintained particularly in the 
society just named; and with a zeal and acrimony that is hardly excelled 
by the warmest political disputes of the present day. ‘The sessions of 
the society were held on every Saturday evening, the debates were often 
maintained until after midnight, and to such an extent were they carried, 
that in several instances they terminated in duels between the disputants. 
Mr. S. was of the Brunonian party, and the opinions that he then imbib- 
ed, in a measure clung to him through life—although experience taught 
him that they could not be strictly adhered to in practice. 

In 1785 he received the degree of Doctor of Medicine. On this oc- 
casion he presented a dissertation, “‘ De Ascite Abdominale,” which he 
afterwards published, and which has been commended by competent 
judges for the correctness of its style. In this treatise, he describes some 
experiments made by himself and two of his fellow students, in January, 
1785, on the top of Arthur’s Seat, near Edinburgh. Some account of 
these experiments may be found in Thompson’s work on Inflammation, 
in the chapter on Frost-bite, pp. 483, 497, 498. The summer of 1786, 
he spent in London, and with Dr. Wistar, of Philadelphia, pursued a 
course of anatomical dissections. With this gentleman Dr. Spooner con- 
tracted a friendship, which was ever afterwards maintained. 

Dr. Spooner arrived at Boston in October, 1786, and settled as a prac- 
titioner in medicine. The peculiar advantages of his education, the polish 
of manners that he had received abroad, and the distinction of family and 
wealth, gave to him a very flattering reception into the first circles of so- 
ciety. In the course of the following winter, he was attached as surgeon 
to the regiment fitted out from Boston to suppress Shay’s rebellion. But 
as the news that this insurrection had been quelled, met this body of 
troops soon after they left town, he was not called into actual service. 
In 1804 he was elected a member of our State Legislature, and continu- 
ed to be re-elected for seven successive years, for five of which he was 
chosen senator. In his politics he was a decided federalist, although 
there were few men in public life, during that exciting period of our 
history, who exhibited less of the character of a partizan than he did. 
He was always ready to do justice to the characters and the measures of 
his opponents, and to check the excesses to which the measures of his 
own party at times seemed to tend. 

Dr. S. was an efficient member of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
—of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences—of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, and the Humane Society. For many years he acted 
as one of the medical Censors of our State Society, and as a member of 
the Committee for awarding the Boylston Prizes. He also served on 
the School Committee for this town, and for a long time was the oldest 
member of the Board of Overseers of Harvard University. ‘The ease of 
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his pecuniary circumstances on starting in life, and the absorbing interests 
of politics in which he afterwards became engaged, were not favorable to 
that devotion to professional pursuits which can alone ensure full suc- 
cess. Still, for several years, he had a good share of medical practice ; 
and until late in life he continued to enjoy, as a physician, the confidence 
of some of our most respectable families. He was decided and success- 
ful as a practitioner. In the early stages of disease he depended almost 
entirely upon evacuants, and in the more advanced stages of acute, and in 
all chronic cases, he made a much more free use of stimulants than is 
common at the present day, always paying attention to the state of the 
alimentary canal. | 

In his manners he was affable, respectful, and even courteous ; he was 
a remnant of that old school which with him seems almost entirely to 
have passed away. In his feelings he was benevolent and truly public 
spirited ; he was always willing to give his time, and to contribute from 
his means, to all objects intended to promote the public good. There 
are few institutions of public utility established during the active and 
prosperous periods of his life, which will not find his name in the lists of 
their benefactors. 

Dr. Spooner married twice. His first wife was Miss Phillips, daughter 
of John Phillips, who previous to the revolution was the commander of 
Castle William, in Boston harbor, and a direct descendant from George 
Phillips, the first minister at Watertown. His second wife was Miss 
Rogers, daughter of Jeremiah D. Rogers, Esq. of Lyttleton, and a lineal 
descendant from John Rogers, the martyr at Smithfield. He had sixteen 
children, ten of whom arrived at maturity, and eight survived him. In 
the latter years of his life he was visited with afflictions of a most tryi 
nature. In 1824, he lost his fond and most devoted wife, who was his 
prop and solace amidst all the trials and difficulties of his life; and in a 
few months more, after a long scene of heart-rending suffering, he com- 
mitted to the grave his distinguished son, the late William J. Spooner. 
In 1830 he was again called to mourn the loss of a beloved son, his 
youngest child, a youth of much promise, who in the midst of health, by 
a singular and mysterious Providence, was suddenly taken away. Amidst 
all his trials and afflictions he was submissive, and whatever his private 
griefs may have been, in his intercourse with the world he exhibited 
uniform equanimity and cheerfulness. 

In his childhood he was thought to have a feeble constitution, but dur- 
ing the rest of his life he enjoyed an unusual share of health. For 
several winters previous to his death he was troubled with a cutaneous 
eruption (psoriasis), which would disappear on the return of warm weath- 
er. On the coming on of the cold weather of the past winter, this erup- 
tion returned with increased violence, accompanied with an inflammation 
which extended from the mouth to the stomach, and probably below, 
with great depression of strength and an inability to retain food on the 
stomach. This state of things continued for several weeks, when an 
amendment took place—his appetite returned, and his strength so far 
improved that he was able to walk across his room. Immediately fol- 
lowing the severe weather which took place early in February, an in- 
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flammation of the lungs tains: 2 supervened, which was too much 
for a constitution already much enfeebled, and after having suffered for 
afew days he died on the 15th day of February, in the 76th year of 


his age. 
March, 1836. 


CASE OF CALCULUS. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—If you deem the following case worthy a place in your valuable 
paper, you are at liberty to insert it, and by so doing you will oblige some 
of your subscribers. Yours, &c. L. P. Cowues, M.D. 


Randolph, Cattaraugus Co. N. Y., March 14, 1836. 


Feb. 4th, 1836, was requested to visit Orris W. Bacon, et. 11 years 
and a few days. Upon inquiry, I received the following history of the 
patient from the parents of the lad. 

Eight years ago last January, whilst residing in the town of Phelps, 
Ontario Co. N. Y., he was taken ill with what was considered to be 
worms (although they were never able to obtain any from him). His 
indisposition was so great that medical aid was deemed necessary, and 
was requested. Dr. B , their physician, gave a large dose of calo- 
mel at night, which operated the next morning. In the course of the 
day following, the patient complained of a stinging, burning sensation 
through the whole length of the urethra, but more particularly at the 
frenum and glans penis, upon voiding his urine, and which continued 
for quite a time after the urine had ceased flowing. ‘These symptoms, 
in the month of April following, became so much augmented, attended 
with an urgent and constant desire to void his urine, that his parents de- 
termined to employ another physician, and called Dr. W , of New- 
ark, Wayne Co. who called it worms, and prescribed for the same with- 
out any effect, not so much as a palliation of the then existing symptoms. 
After having prescribed until August, of the same year, to no effect, 
they applied to Dr. R , of Palmyra, Munroe Co. who pronounced 
it Pileay Calculus, although he did not introduce the sound: but bis 
convictions were so strong, that he requested the parents to carry him to 
Geneva, to Dr. C , a celebrated physician and surgeon, that he 
might perform the operation of lithotomy upon him ; but upon his being 
presented to Dr. C , he, without even sounding him, denied its being 
calculus. He said he had just dismissed a patient with precisely the 
same disease, and that it was nothing but “ pin worms,” and he would 
ask for no longer time than two weeks to effect a cure. Of course, with- 
out even attempting to sound him, he commenced a course for “ pin 
worms,” and continued it for four or five months, whilst the patient rather 
grew worse. He finally concluded that he was mistaken in the disease, 
and proposed sounding him ; but the parents of the child removing from 
that vicinity, prevented it. In the following spring, the symptoms abated 
so much, that little inconvenience was experienced by the patient, until 
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cold weather again appeared, when the symptoms became somewhat 
augmented, but not to as great extent as the preceding seasons ; and for 
one or two seasons following, the indisposition was so slight that little 
medical aid was called: for. During this time, and in fact during the 
whole of the time that he was laboring under this malady, he could walk, 
and run, and jump, and ride on horseback, without producing any incon- 
venience at all, and it made no difference in what position he was whilst 
voiding his urine. ; 

Upon a recurrence of the symptoms in a more aggravated form, they 
again made application for medical assistance, and called Dr. P——, of 
Fort Gibson, Wayne Co. N. Y., who pronounced it “ cramp,” and for 
that made prescription for three or four months, to no effect. They 
then applied to Dr. D , of Newark, Wayne Co. who did not give 
his opinion of the disease, but prescribed for him for six or eight weeks, 
when his parents removed to Elicottville, Cattaraugus Co. where they 
at present reside. Soon after their location there, they applied to Dr. 
C , of that place, who called it “ chronic inflammation of the blad- 
der,” and for that prescribed for some* months ; when a muco-purulent 
discharge from the bladder, upon voiding his urine, appearing, Dr. C. 
changed his opinion and medication, and called it “ ulcers of the blad- 
der,” and medicated for the same. He finally concluded that it was a 
disease of the ‘ kidneys,” and for a time prescribed for that; but at 
length called it a disease of “general debility and want of tone of the 
whole system,” and during the time he was under the care of Dr. 
and Son, they medicated for a little of almost everything. At length they 
applied to Dr. C , of Sardinia, Erie Co. a very celebrated physician 
and surgeon, who, when he visited him, was at a loss what to call it, but 
the feelings of the community then were so general that it was stone in 
the bladder, that Dr. C , without much difficulty, introduced a silver 
catheter as a sound, but could not detect any stone. He then declared 
that he hardly knew what to call it, but on the whole he coincided with 
the Dr. C——-s, of Elicottville, that it was a “ disease of general debility 
of the whole system,’’ and made prescription for the same, to no effect. 
At a subsequent visit, he said that he had made the case a subject of 
special investigation, but still remained equally as undecided as at his 
previous visit. 

Not as yet being satisfied, and hearing of the celebrated German water 
doctor, of Buffalo, Erie Co. they bottled some of his urine and sent it to 
him, who after a close examination, for a more than ordinary length of 
time, with all his talismanic power, could detect no stone, and declared, 
with all that peculiarly bold effrontery, the legitimate offspring, of ignorant 
and self-conceited quackery, that “ there was not, nor ever had been, any 
stone about the patvent,” but that it was a “ disease of general debility of 
the whole system,” and for that sent him medicine which well nigh fin- 
ished his days. 

Thus much for the history, as given me by the parents of the lad. 

From the statement of the symptoms, as given me by the father when 
he called for me, I concluded, and expressed it as my opinion, that it 
was a case of “ prostatic calculi,” and that the reason why it was not 
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detected, upon introducing the catheter, was that a fold of the mucous 
membrane of the urethra had fallen over the stone, or protruded upon 
the end of the catheter, so as to prevent the contact of the calculus and 
catheter, and, as a matter of course, the grating sensation. With these 
views I first saw the patient. He was in a sitting posture, pale and ema- 
ciated, with a wild and cadaverous look, hectic flush upon his cheek, and, 
upon entering the room, the peculiarly strong and offensive scent of the 
urine (which is ever present to a greater or less degree in calculous pa- 
tients), met my olfactories, rendering my convictions still stronger (if it 
could be) that it was a calculus. His pulse was about 90 in a minute, 
weak and feeble, tongue slightly coated, stomach quite irritable, hectic 
flush upon his cheeks, and rather a hollow cadaverous appearance of the 
features ; temperature of the body rather below the natural standard, 
bowels never move only as they are moved by injection (in consequence 
of the opium, of which he is taking 15 grains per diem) ; constant mic- 
turition ; when he voids urine, erection of the penis, while he catches 
hold of the glans penis; the pain beyond description. I put my hand 
down upon the perineum, and moved it towards the anus. When ante- 
rior to the anus, and in the left lobe of the prostate, I found a hard sub- 
stance ; and when pressure was made upon the part, the same sensation 
was produced as in voiding urine. I immediately informed them that 
there was no doubt of there being a stone in the prostate gland, at least, 
if not in the bladder. But his general state of health forbade an opera- 
tion at that time, and I commenced a tonic and alterative course, hoping 
(though little expecting) that he might regain his health and strength to 
a sufficient degree to be able to submit to an operation. ‘The distance 
from him at which I lived, and pressure of business, forbade my seeing 
him until the 12th. Having arrived in the vicinity late the night previ- 
ous, early on the morning of the 12th I started to visit my patient, and 
met the man with a measure for his coffin, and learned that he had gra- 
dually failed from the time I first saw him, his stomach rejecting every- 
thing administered, until between 6 and 7 o’clock on the evening of the 
11th, when he died. 

Post-obit examination,—at 12 o’clock, Drs. W ,C ,B . 
and S , of Elicottville, present. Upon opening the thorax, no mor- 
bid appearance presented. Upon opening the abdomen, the liver was 
found somewhat enlarged ; the lower part of the right lobe considerably 
diseased, tuberculated, of a mottled modena hue; some adhesions in and 
near the caput coli; a number of the mesenteric glands considerably en- 
larged. Upon removing the liver and intestines, the kidneys were ob- 
served much enlarged, and quite soft, and on being opened, more than 
one-half a gill, 1 should judge, of muco-purulent matter immediately 
gushed out; the ureters at their renal extremity were somewhat en- 
larged. ‘The bladder was distended, and upon being opened, about the 
same quantity of muco-purulent matter as was in the kidneys, presented. 
Into the incision I introduced my fingers, and extracted a calculus from 
the neck of the bladder and prostate, ovoid, and of about the size of a 
butternut, which weighed 18 drachms and a half, composed of the oxalate 
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of lime, with the exception of the point that protruded into the prostate, 
which was the triple phosphate of time. 

Some circumstances in this case appear to be of some importance. 

Ist, the suddenness of the attack. ‘There were no symptoms of cal- 
culus until the day after the supposed attack of “ worms.” May it not 
probably be the case, that the nucleus for the formation of this calculus 
was a coagula of blood, as we frequently find bloody urine in cases of 
worms”? 

2d, the patient could run and jump about without producing any more 
pain than to remain quiet, and could void his urine in one position with 
as much ease as in another. Is not this to be attributed to the fact of 
the stone’s being fixed in the neck of the bladder and prostate ? 

3d, how account for the great obscurity of the case ? Na 


SPINAL IRRITATION. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—I send you the following history of a case of Spinal Irritation, 
which I write from memory only, and which you are at liberty to publish 
if you think it deserving of notice. 

April 22d, 1835, was called to see Miss E. P., aged 29, of a phthisical 
diathesis ; has often been unwell, and for three or four years from the 
age of puberty was much subject to syncope. I found the tongue slightly 
furred, fauces considerably inflamed, and a slight cough. She had had, 
the night before I was called, some diarrhoea, and had complained for 
several days of pain in all the joints of the extremities, both superior and 
inferior, even to those of the fingers, but more particularly of the knees. 
The pain, which she compared to that of a dislocated joint, disabled her 
from walking across the room. ‘The pulse was small and soft. The 
catamenia during the past winter had appeared only once in six weeks. 
The skin was very pale, and the muscles flabby. I found a tenderness 
on pressure of five or Six of the superior dorsal vertebre, and she had 
occasionally a little pain inthe left side. As the spinal irritation appeared 
to be very slight, I at first viewed the case as one of dyspeptic diarrhea, 
and treated it with opium and other stimulants. On the second day of 
my attendance, a blister was applied to the irritated portion of the spine, 
which entirely relieved the pain of the joints. 

As the diarrhoea and cough continued for some time, she emaciated 
very fast, and her friends were fearful that it was already a confirmed 
case of phthisis. The internal remedies consisted principally of opium 
and iron ; but after having witnessed the effects of the first blister, my 
attention was directed almost exclusively to the spine. In the course of 
about two months, and after five or six blisters had been applied to the 
spine, she was enabled in part to resume her former occupation, and has 
remained well to this day ; excepting that occasionally she has a cous 
or is otherwise slightly ill, when she without advice applies a blister 
tween the shoulders, and is soon relieved. | 

It may not be improper to mention that, in the early part of the treat- 


Bf 3 
= 
a 
oS 


124 Obstctrics :—Breech Presentations. 


ment, I had the advice of cue cf my senior brethren; but as he has ac- 
knowledged to me that he has not read a page on medicine for twenty- 
five years past, though he has recently been cre of the Censors to that 
ancient and honorable institution, Yale College, you wii! readily perceive 
that his presence could have acted only as a placebo to the patient. 

I wish to inquire, through the medium of your paper, Ist, Whether 
any of your correspondents have made use of the means recommended 
by Velpeau, in his system of Tolcology, to arrest puerperal uterine he- 
morrhage ; and what has been the result? He says that though he ap- 
proves of the tampon, he has never had occasion to use it, for a sinapism 
applied between the shoulders has always checked the hemorrhage in 
fifteen or twenty minutes; and he makes no mention of having read 
Teale, ‘i'ate, or any other work on spinal irritation. 

2d.— How far, or whether in any case, spinal irritation may be acause 
of abortion, or prolapsus uteri? I will only add that I have seen several 
cases of abortion in whom there was irritation of the spine; and I have 
recently been called to see a young married lady who has prolapsus uteri, 
and who aborted last April, and was attended for about six months by 
the gentleman above alluded to; but I am not informed that there was 
any examination of the spine, though there is now great tenderness on 
pressure of the vertebre throughout tts whole length. Without replac- 
ing the uterus, she by blistering the spine has been very much relieved 
of the bearing-down pain; and the leucorrheeal discharge is much less 
than before the og mer of the blisters. E. G. Marsnatu. 

Poquonnock, Ct. March 17, 1836. 


OBSTETRICS :—BREECH PRESENTATIONS. 
BY STEPHEN W. WILLIAMS, M.D. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Some writers consider Breech Presentations natural. Others think them 
reternatural. Some recommend in all such cases, to search for the 
eet, and bring them down, while others are for leaving the efforts to na- 

ture, as in natural presentations. I think no general rule can be adopted 

in the case. If the labor is tedious and much protracted, it would un- 
doubtedly be best to attempt to bring down by the feet, otherwise not. 

I am unable to say what proportion of cases are fatal to the child in this 

pepeniation, but more, undoubtedly, than in head presentations. I have 

d a number of such cases, and I should be inclined to think that the 
greatest proportion of the children were born alive. ‘The two last cases 
which occurred in my practice proved fatal to the foetuses. In one case 
the labor was so severe that most profuse hemorrhage from the mother 
followed, and her life was scarcely sustained. 

The other case was the patient of Dr. B., of M., aged 29 years. She 

. Was attacked with labor pains, in her first pregnancy, on the 9th of Dec. 

1835. The membranes were spontaneously ruptured, and the pains 
soon subsided, and she remained free from them till the 12th, in the 
» when they again commenced. They continued with but little 
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force for 24 hours. Dr. B. ascertained that the breech presented, but 
there was not sufficient pain to expel the child. Fearing that he might 
have difficulty in delivering her, he sent for me on the night of the 14th, 
about 34 hours from the second commencement of labor. Upon exami- 
nation I found the breech presenting in a favorable position for delivery, 
and the uterus sufficiently dilated, but the pains were not sufficient to 
effect the delivery. I advised the use of ergot, which brought on severe 
and continual pains, but did not advance the child. After waiting awhile 
for these unavailing efforts, I attempted to introduce my hand and bring 
down the feet, but the uterus acted so powerfully that I could not grasp 
them. Thrice I was obliged to desist. With much difficulty T reached 
the groin, and introduced the blunt hook, but could not fix it with suffi- 
cient firmness to have it operate. I then introduced it firmly into the 
anus of the foetus, which enabled me to exert a great force upon it, and 
to bring the breech into the world, and I soon extricated the legs and 
brought the body down as far as the breast. Here I gave the firmly 
fixed hook into the hands of Dr. B., and grasped the body of the child 
with both my hands, and the Doctor and myself exerted all our strength 
before we brought the child into the world. It had been dead several 
hours. ‘The woman was small, and the child large. It weighed nine 
pounds before it was dressed. ‘The placenta very readily followed, and 
the woman was put to bed quite comfortable, and she soon recovered. 
Deerfield, Mass. March 19, 1836. 


HYPERTROPHY OF THE CEREBELLUM, AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE 
GENITALS. 


M. AnpRat, as we have before mentioned, is engaged in delivering a 
course of lectures at the University of Paris, on the diseases of the brain 
and nervous system. From his eleventh lecture we take the following . 
remarks on a subject which he has considered in a light no less sou 
than interesting. 

We have said that hypertrophy of the nervous pulp may exist in certain 

rtions of the cerebro-spinal axis besides the cerebrum : examples have 
eee seen in the cerebellum. When this part of the nervous centre is 
hypertrophied, the disease presents itself with the anatomical characters 
which have been assigned to hypertrophy of the cerebral hemispheres. 
It is unnecessary to repeat their description here; it may occur without 
any appearance of development in the cranium, or the hypertrophy may, 
in other cases, be attended by a corresponding augmentation in the dia- 
meters of the osseous cavity which encloses the cerebellum. Here, 
again, a highly interesting question presents itself. What influence does 
this exaggerated nutrition of the cerebellum exercise on the generative 
organs? Do we find the natural impulse of reproduction elevated with 
that development of the organ to which some physiologists attribute it ? 
We cannot now enter into an examination of this question, which would 
be foreign to our purpose ; however, we cannot avoid mentioning one or 
two particulars that seem to throw light on the connection existing 
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between the cerebellum as an organ, and the impulse to reproduction as 
a function. In the year 1823, M. Felix Voisin paid a visit to the gal- 
leys of Toulon, with the express object of determining whether certain 
predominant faculties are accompanied by certain external signs, the in- 
dications of development in certain portions of the brain ; he chose, as a 
test of this doctrine, the reproductive impulse ; he examined and mea- 
sured the heads of 372 individuals confined in the galleys, proposing to 
select those who had been confined for the crime of rape ; the number of 
these individuals amounted to twenty-two. M. Voisin, without any other 
indication than that which he drew from an examination of the occipital 
region, pointed out twenty-two amongst the 372 as the persons condemned 
for the crime just mentioned. On comparing his list with the returns of 
the prison, he found that of the twenty-two so selected by him, thirteen 
had really been confined for rape, or attempt upon female chastity ; a 
great many of the remaining individuals were marked as convicts of bad 
morals, men whose propensities in a certain way required the strictest 
watch over them. 

Here is a curious coincidence of facts, and, remark, that if M. Voisin 
did not discover all the individuals confined for the crime of rape, this is 
no valid objection against the proposition which he wished to establish, 
because many men are led to the commission of this crime, not from the 
imperious dictates of nature, not to satisfy an actual animal want or de- 
sire, but under the influence of imagination, revenge, and various other 
motives. of a similar kind. 

In some cases of hypertrophy of the cerebellum, this organ seems to 
encroach on the nutritious materials of its osseous parietes, which it takes 
to itself to appropriate to its development. Here a portion of the skull 
is absent, and the nervous substance forms a hernia externally, projecting 
more or less beyond the walls of the cranium. M. Lallemand cites an 
example of hernia-of the cerebellum, although he does not say specifieal- 
ly that the nervous substance was hypertrophied. Another case, pub- 
lished by Dr. Bennet, may be found in the Gazette Medicale for 1834, 
No. 42, p. 667. This is a very curious example, and deserves to be 
cited at some length :—The subject of this observation was born in the 
year 1815, and at the time of birth presented no abnormal appearance ; 
however, about four weeks after birth, a small tumor was noticed near 
the right mastoid process, projecting about half an inch beyond the sur- 
face of the bone. ‘The tumor remained nearly in the same condition for 
two years, when Mr. Bennet, then a student in medicine, attempted to 
remove it ; but the first incision was scarcely practised, when a medullary 
substance escaped, and the child sank into a state of insensibility. The 
wound was closed at once, and the infant recovered after a lapse of six 
or eight weeks; a second tumor now appeared on the opposite side, and 
both commenced to grow by degrees, until at length they were limited 
by one large base ; at the age of six years the united tumor was as large 
as a hen’s egg; it was now evident that a portion of the cerebellum pro- 
jected through an opening in the cranial parietes. Whenever a slight 
pressure was exercised on the projecting mass, the child immediately 
lost consciousness, and on recovering, complained as if she had been 
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struck roughly on the head. Up to this period she enjoyed perfect 
health ; the intellectual and other faculties were developed in a regular 
manner. ‘There was no modification whatever of the sensibility or of 
motility ; however, another phenomenon was observed; at the age of 
eleven, the first symptoms of venereal passion showed themselves. The 
girl was seized with a furious desire for the male sex, and all the efforts 
of her mother were unable to prevent her from giving herself up to the 
most unrestrained libertinage. When confined to the house, the imperi- 
ous desire by which she was tormented declared itself in abandoned - 
movements and excessive masturbation. This state of passion continued 
unabated up to the age of seventeen, when she died suddenly, in conse- 
quence of having carried a heavy weight on the head. The examination 
of the tumor after death showed that a portion of the cerebellum, enor- 
mously developed, had projected through a deficiency in the osseous 
case of the cranium. Here, then, we have a manifest proof of the in- 
fluence which hypertrophy of the cerebellum may exercise on the genital 
organs. 

These are the principal facts that we know in connection with the 
subject now before us; but a great deal yet remains to be done before 
we can clear up the mysterious question of the relation between our fac- 
ulties and certain portions of the brain and their development. There 
is, then, a splendid field open for observation and experiment ; you might 
collect materials for a curious history, if you were to take all the cerebella 
you meet with, weigh and measure them accurately, and thus endeavor 
to ascertain what relation may exist between different conditions of this 
organ, and the feelings, habits, or propensities of the individuals from 
whoin they were taken. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MARCH 30, 1836. 


POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 


Sucu isa part of the title of an introductory lecture, by W. B. Powell, 
M.D. Prof. of Chemistry and Pharmacy in the Medical College of Lou- 
isiana, in which there are some excellent sentiments advanced ; yet, as @ 
whole, it does not possess any very strong indications of superior genius. 
The following paragraph is one of the best in the pamphlet, because it is 
‘When any enterprise of a public nature is contemplated, which in- 
volves the mechanic arts and the laws of mechanical philosophy, a com- 
mittee, composed of the best engineers and mechanics, is organized to 
examine the facts and report on the practicability of the design, with the 
ways and means requisite to carry it into operation. This is as it should 
be. But do we find the most talented of the medical profession selected 
by the Governor or Legislature, to sit, in committee, upon contemplated 
improvements or existing circumstances, which involve the health and of 
course all the other interests of the community ? No, must be the an- 
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swer. On the contrary, every man in society feels himself as well quali- 
fied to direct quarantine, health police and hospital regulations, as any 
member of the profession ; and accordingly, it seldom happens that any 
distinction is made in the selection.”’ 

That the Professor is intent upon the creation of a medical School at 
New Orleans, is very obvious ; and it requires no auxiliary arguments to 
show that his views are not only laudable, but feasible. ) 

“Although the magnitude of Philadelphia and its commercial character 
furnish subjects enough, yet the hospital being removed two or three 
miles from the city, places it out of the power of the students to be bene- 
fited by its existence. The condition of Baltimore, as regards hospital 
advantages, is no better. But in this city the students can visit the hos- 
“tei three times a day, and attend to their regular studies. And when I 

ave stated that this hospital, during the winter season, contains, per 
diem, about two hundred and forty patients (and many more during the 
summer), and that there are four clinical lectures, two on surgery and 
two on practice, delivered in it every week to the students ; and almost 
every day a surgical operation of some kind is performed in it ; and fur- 
thermore, that the Professor of Surgery causes the students to operate in 
his presence, while the Professor of Theory and Practice requires them, 
also, to examine diseases and prescribe ; no one, who has the proper use 
of his intellect, can doubt of its importance to the students, independently 
of the immense advantages it affords them in the study of Anatomy and 
Physiology. The writing of the three last words suggested to my mind 
the existence of a falsehood which has been circulated abroad to our de- 
triment, viz. : that Anatomy and Physiology cannot be successfully pro- - 
secuted here, in consequence of the warmth of the climate. So fine a 
field for these studies does not exist in America, as is presented here, 
from the first of December to the last of April. Dissecting rooms are 
more offensive in the North than here. The reason must be, the artifi- 
cial heat which is used, sometimes, during several weeks, to thaw the 
subjects and keep the students from freezing. It is furthermore proper to 
add, that in order to enable the students to obtain the full benefit of these 
advantages, the Institution has an able Professor of Physiology [Theo- 
retical and Experimental], and Pathological Anatomy, who lectures 
every day.” 

On the 15th page is an historical memorandum, elucidating the pro- 
gress made in the undertaking. 

“< During the winter of 1834 and 5, the Legislature of Louisiana grant- 
ed a charter for a medical school, to be known as the “ Medical College 
of Louisiana,”’—a faculty, under this name, was organized, and a course 
of medical instruction given to asmall class. In consequence of a resig- 
nation by one of the faculty, the chair of Chemistry became vacant, and 
I was elected to it. I entered upon the preparation for the discharge of 
my duties, during the present term, with no sanguine expectations of the 
final success of the enterprise. 

‘‘ But now, I am satisfied that this College will speedily rise to notice 
and usefulness ; and however much commendation may be deserved by 
the present faculty, it is certain that too much cannot be awarded to those 
who brought it into existence, and struggled through its first term without 
honor—without reward—without anything but toil and a glimmering hope 
of a more flattering future. The present class being about five times as 
large as the first, proves that they did not toil in vain. And although the 
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school has not, by a large sum, returned the expenses of its creation, yet, 
if we can obtain the encouraging smiles and congratulations of our fellow 
citizens, we have nothing to fear from the future.” 

The Professor endeavors to mect the objections to his favorite locality 
for the Louisiana School, so spiritedly, that it would be extremely unge- 
nerous to annoy him on this point. 

“‘ During my travels last summer, I frequently heard New Orleans 
objected to, as a site for a medical school, on account of its immorali 
and expensive boarding. These are weighty objections ; but do they exist 
in fact? The first is a slander so foul that I do not wish to pollute my 
quill by pursuing it to its fouler source. But as the real condition of this 
city can be ascertained only by a comparison with others of equal popu- 
lation, I will be pardoned for instituting one between it and New York, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, in all of which I have lived, and now enter- 
tain the highest respect for all of them. Nevertheless, I regard it as a 
fact, that for peace, quiet, and good order, this city is in advance of either 
of them ; and I have no doubt, as the fact thus exists, but that the visiting 
strangers now in the city, who are acquainted with those places, will sus- 
tain the opinion J have given. 

“ As to the second objection, I cannot make a better reply than to state 
the fact, that many of the present class are boarding at three dollars per 
week, and do not desire better. And for four dollass good boarding and 
lodging can be had. Clothing is cheaper here than in any place I have 
ever visited, except New York. 

‘¢ Anatomical illustrations, even to profusion, cost nothing here, while in 
every other place the student finds them a pretty heavy tax. Time is 
saved to the student here, for study, by the mild temperature of the cli- 
mate, while in the North he must be constantly turning, like a self-moving 
spit, to keep himself comfortable.” 

All the statistical information given in this pamphlet is nearly new to 
us, and constitutes, decidedly, the best part of the lecture ; the remainder 
being quite tame, stale, incondite composition. 


THE OHIO MEDICAL. REPOSITORY. 


A specIMEN of a new monthly Journal, with the above title, which hap- 

ens to have been published last November, edited by J. M. Mason, 
M.D. after a fatiguing journey of four months, has finally arrived at its 
place of pre ane.“ stan The first article is an extract from a vale- 
dictory discourse delivered at the Jefferson College, Philadelphia, in the 
year of our Lord—1827. It will be perceived, therefore, that everything 
is in good keeping—tardiness being no infringement of the moral law. 
Like the rear guard of an army, the Repository picks up all stragglers. 
Something of this sort has been a desideratum in medical literature : to 
observe and preserve what others may have overlooked, is a rare quality 
- in these days of competition, when most men are only willing to be treat- 
ed to new and original things. A most terrible poem on health, which is 
enough to throw a compositor into a tertian ague, written as recently as 
1742—just ninety fleeting years ago—occupies half a column in a confi- 
dential part of the number. The advice in the seventeenth line, is a 
beautiful expression of the editor’s philanthropy— 


‘¢ Trust not to constitution, twill decay, 
‘And twisted strength, its fibres wear away ” ! 
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Now it is no part of our design to seduce the subscribers of the Ohio 
Medical Repository from their allegiance to this medical phenomenon ; 
nor to insinuate, underhandedly, that an opinion prevails that a work con- 
taining such rare materials is dear at two dollars per annum. However, 
if its patrons can stifle it in embryo, by paying a bonus, they will save 
the reputation of their Commonwealth, which is greatly at stake while 
this Journal exists. 


Action of the Heart and Pulse.—In Dr. McDonnell’s investigations on 
this subject, which were referred to in a late number of the Journal, he 
found that the respiration and pulse, in man and quadrupeds, range 
in health from four to six pulses for one respiration. He has also noticed 
a coincidence in man between the number of pulses and steps in common 
walking, and by inference between the number of respirations and steps, 
but this proportion is greatly altered in violent muscular exertion, as run- 
ning, &c. He finds that the number of respirations and pulses are much 
the same in passing over the same space, whether we run or walk, pro- 
vided the distance is over 50 or 100 yards. In quadrupeds, especially, 
he has found that the steps, divided by the respirations, never give any 
fraction in the quotient, but in man this does not so universally occur. 

In the foetus, Dr. McD. considers the pulse in the arteries, before 
breathing, slower than those of the mother, which is a very different 
opinion, we believe, from that generally entertained. In cases where the 
child, when born, remained for some time without breathing, he has no- 
ticed that the pulse remained slow during that interval, and was accele- 
rated at the instant the child took its first breath. 


Extract of Belladonna in Erysipelas.—A case of erysipelas of the head 
has been successfully treated by Mr. Liston, at the North London Hos- 
pital, by the administration of small doses of extract of belladonna. One 
grain of the extract in sixteen ounces of water was ordered, of which two 
tablespoonfuls were given every three hours. A ring of nitrate of silver 
was also drawn around the neck, and the eyelids punctured and fomen- 
tations applied tothem. The disease disappeared in a few days. 


The Homeopathic System of Medicine, or Hahnemanism, is attracting 
considerable attention in London. It is proposed that the profession in- 
quire into the merits of the new doctrine, which it is said has acquired 
considerable influence over the minds of many very intelligent men in the 
metropolis. Dr. Darling, who has adopted the mode of practice, ordered, 
a short time since, three minims of the liquor ammoniz acetatis, in a mix- 
ture for a child, asserting that he had found it exert more diaphoretic 
power in such doses than in larger. 


Hospital Samaritan Society—There exists in London, in co i 
with the London Hospital, a charitable association under this sage 
is certainly creditable to the projectors and to the city where it exists. 
Its object is the relief of circumstances of distress in persons presenting 
themselves at the hospital, which cannot be provided by the institution 
itself. In London, as well as in other European cities, there are neces- 
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sarily a large number of domestics and others who have been obliged to 
quit their places on entering the hospital, and who on their discharge are 
without the means of support till other places can be procured. ‘Many 
require partial clothing before they can leave the institution, and assist- 
ance of various kinds is often called for to relieve the necessities of the 
convalescents, who without the aid of such charity would be compelled to 
suffer, or resort to dishonest means for relief. 


_ New York Hospital.—The Governors of the New York Hospital report 
to the Legislature, that during the past year 2001 persons have received 
the benefits of the institution. Of this number there have been cured, 
fourteen hundred and thirty-one ; relieved, seventy-two ; discharged at 
their own request, one hundred and one ; and as improper objects for the 
hospital, fourteen ; there have been discharged as disorderly and have 
eloped, twenty-five ; died, one hundred and sixty-nine ; and there remain- 
ed one hundred and eighty-nine in the hospital on the last day of the 
year 1835. 


Amenorrhea.—Dr. Schonlein, late Professor of Medicine at Wurzburg, 
is of opinion that an injection of aloes (ten grains in a small quantity of 
warm water), thrown up the rectum at the time when the menses ought 
to make their appearance, is more certain in its effects than any other 
emmenagogue.—Amer, Journ. of the Medical Sciences. 


Digitalis a specific for Delirium Tremens.—Dr. Cless, of Wurtemberg, 
states, that he has found digitalis purpurea to be specific in the treatment 
of delirium tremens. Of 13 cases of this disease, in which he adminis- 
tered the remedy, all but two recovered ; these two had arelapse. The 
digitalis was given in strong infusion, in doses of a spoonful every two 
hours. After symptoms of narcotism have made their appearance, reco- 


very ensues.—WMed. Correspond. Blatt and Gaz. des Hépitaux.—Ibid. 


Leucorrhea cured by Colchicum.—Dr. Ritton recommends the following 
pills for the cure of leucorrhoeaa :—R. Pulv. colchii. autumn. gr. iij. ; 
sapon. med. q. s. fit pilul. Three of these are to be taken daily, and the 
dose increased to five or six. The mean term of cure is ten days. Dur- 
ing the treatment the patient must abstain from fermented and alcoholic 
drinks. —Journ. Conn. Med. Chirurg.—lIbid. 


Spirits of Turpentine in Enema, as a cure for Sciatica.—Dr. Ducros, Jr. 
of Marseilles, in an article in La Lancette Francaise (Sept. 15, 1835), 
lauds the efficacy of spirits of turpentine, administered in enema for the 
cure of sciatica. He gives the turpentine in large doses, from one ounce 
to two ounces and a half, mixed with the yolk of an egg and vegetable 
mucilage. He does not state at what intervals the enema is to be re- 
peated ; but several seem to have been administered in some cases before 
relief was obtained.—Jbid. 


Soda, a remedy for Toothache.—J. S. Gaskoin, Esq. in a communica- 
tion to the London Med. Gaz. (Feb. 7, 1835), states that toothache may 
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be effectually relieved for many hours by carefully filling the cavity of the 
decayed tooth with the powdered carbonate of soda. It does not seem to 
lose its efficacy by frequency of application.—Jbid. 


Medical Miscellany.—The degree of M.D. was conferred on 134 young 
men at the Jefferson Medical College, March 14th. The class, so ’tis 
said, numbered 364.—Smallpox exists at Stratham, N. H. in the practice 
of Dr. S. Bartlett, Jr. of the confluent kind. It is said, also, to have 
appeared at Durham, N. H. Within a few days, a case has been deve- 
loped at Hull—and also at North Bridgewater, Mass.—The U. S. pays 
only $500 annually towards the support of the Hospital, at Louisville, 
when it should be as many thousands, as the boatmen engaged in a labo- 
rious species of inland navigation are continually multiplying.—Other 
items of medical miscellany have been necessarily postponed to another 
week. 


To CorrrsPponpENTs.—The conclusion of Mr. Graham’s defence of his system 
inst the charge of its producing insanity, will appear hereafter.—We have also 
on hand several communications, pro and con, in relation to this interminable 
subject of dietetics, which we shall endeavor to insert as fast as the limited + pet 
which such articles must occupy, will permit.—Dr. McR.’s cases of retained pla- 
centa were received too late for this number.—A communication from our old and 
respected friend Senex, whose various duties have prevented the use of his pen 
during the past year, will have an early insertion. Also a letter in regard to the 
recent case of “ autopsical obscurity.” 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending March 26, 33. Males, 14—Females, 19. 
Of measles, 1—lung fever, 2—dropsy, 2—murdered, 1—water on the lungs, i—consumption, 
eurisy, |—dropsy on the brain, 1—old age, 2—rheumatism, ]—bilious, 1—erysipelas, 1—palsy, 1— 

ooping cough, 1—marasmus, 2—infantile, 2—suicide, 1—fractured skull, 1. Stillborn, 1. 


TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 
E. W. LEACH, M.D. has been appointed agent for the application of Stagner’s Truss. The attesta- 
tions of Professors Gibson, Pattison, Drake and McLellan, as to its adaptation to accomplish the de- 
sired end in the cure of hernia, have been before the public. It has also been examined and com- 
mended by distinguished medical gentlemen of our own city, among whom are Drs. Jeffries, Warren, 
Ware and Shattuck, some of whom have examined cases in the city which they pronounced success- 
fully treated by this instrument. The attention of the profession is invited to this truss, and for this 
purpose one is left at the office of the Medical and Surgical Journal—as also with the agent at his 
office, No. 113 Hanover Street. tf. 
Boston, March 16, 1836. 


A GOOD STAND FOR A PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON. 
A pHysicran in the eastern part of Massachusetts (wishing to remove from the State), would dispew 
of his place on the most reasonable terms. A very eligible location for a young gentleman. 
particulars, inquire of the editor of this Journal ; if by mail, post-paid. eptf. ~- - 


DR. JOHN S. BARTLETT has removed to No. 11 Atkinson Street, a few doors below his former 
residence, on the opposite side. The office is that formerly occupied by the late Dr. S. H. Smit, 
and more recently by Dr. Woop. March 


VACCINE VIRUS. 

Pursicrans in any part of the United States may hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine virus, by 
addressing the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal—inclosing one dollar. Letters must 
be post-paid, or they will not be taken from the Post Office. The virus will invariably be sent by the 
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed. Ten charged quills, an ample quan- 
tity for meeting any sudden emergency, and certainly sufficient to propagate a supply from, will be 
securely packed in a letter. The gentleman who has undertaken to keep the virus, will faithfully 
supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken. It will also be furnished on application 
at the Medical Journal office. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesda . 
CLAPP, JR. at 184 Street, corner of Franklin to whomall 
be addressed, post-paid. J. V.C.S , M.D. Editor. Itisalso publishedin Monthly Parts, on the 
ist of every month, each Partcontaining the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched ina 
cover.—Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the 
year. —Every seventh copy, gratis. ~Postage the same as for a newspaper. ° 
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